
 

 

 
 

Lieutenant Commander Gemma Britton Royal Navy  
 
Educated at Oxford University, Gemma Britton joined the Royal Navy in 2006.  Nominated 
for the Queen’s Binoculars on passing out from Britannia Royal Naval College, she 
completed her Common Fleet Time in HMS CAMPBELTOWN and her Specialist Fleet Time 
in HMS PENZANCE and HMS BLYTH.  During this period, she deployed to Sierra Leone, the 
Baltic Sea and the Northern Arabian Gulf.   
 
Her first two complement roles as an OOW were in HMS SUTHERLAND, taking the Ship out 
of refit, through SWMLU trials and BOST, followed by SMCC, Joint Warrior and OP AURIGA 
in the summer 2010.  Following successful completion of Fleet Navigating Officers Course, 
she joined HMS MONTROSE.  After covering Specialist Navigating Officers Course, SMCC 
and Joint Warrior, the Ship completed BOST in summer 2011 before deploying on APT (S) at 
the end of the year.  On returning to the UK in May 2012, the Ship deployed again in the 
autumn as the main Pre-Landing Force platform for the RFTG during COUGAR 12, 
conducting amphibious landings in Albania and France and a visit to Algiers. 
 
At the end of 2012, she joined the Navigation Training Unit (NTU) at HMS COLLINGWOOD 
and in her main role she taught the Preliminary Navigating Officers Course.  During her time 
in the NTU, she successfully passed CQ1 and Specialist Navigating Officers Course. 
Selected to command HMS EXPRESS and Wales University Royal Naval Unit, she took 
command in February 2014. During her time based in Cardiff, she took the students as far 
afield as Northern Spain and the west coast of Scotland, provided maritime support to the 
2014 NATO Summit and hosted a number of VIPs including the Leader of the Welsh 
Parliament. 
 
Following PWO Course in 2015/16, she joined HMS PORTLAND as PWO C, four weeks into 
their nine-month deployment to both the Op KIPION and APT(S) JOAs. During the return-leg 
of the trip, she assumed the role of Operations Officer and managed the Ship’s transition 
from deployed unit to Harbour Ship (Dormant) in the summer of 2017. 
 
After Intermediate Command and Staff Course (Maritime), she joined Flag Officer Sea 
Training (FOST) as SWON6 at the end of 2017. Undertaking training in a huge variety of 
NATO platforms in several locations around the world, she enjoyed nearly 3 years at FOST 
(including maternity leave) and time spent as SO2 Phase 2 where she played a key role in 
the move towards more specific training packages for RN ships. 
 
Married to a former Naval Officer, Gemma Britton lives in Cornwall with her husband and 
daughter. She likes to spend her spare time surfing and sailing or travelling further afield to 
snowboard during the winter months.    
 
 
  


